
AREA DESCRIPTION WORK REQUIRED AND AGREED

EE01

EE02

EE03

EE04

DATE OF 
COMPLETION

This area opens at the entrance to the park.  
There is a copse between the path and the 
doctor’s surgery.  It is in an average state of 
repair. Further north there is a large grassed 
area with a large apple tree, and at the north 
end, a small fruit orchard.  

Litter picking,
Basic orchard maintenance.

At the north end of the orchard and the south 
end of this area is a steep slope thick with 
JK. Badger setts are present and badgers 
have been sighted. Following this is a wooded 
area, with some quite large trees.  HB and 
JK, bramble, watercress and pendulous 
sedge are prevalent. Tree species include 
sycamore, willow, hazel alder, elder, 
hawthorn, rowan, and toward the north of the 
wood (where it is quite wet), ash. The site has 
a lot of litter, including evidence of rough 
sleeping. 

HB to be removed.  Area has had some thinning to 
reduce anti-social behaviour and facilitate safe 
access to HB.  Tree officer has requested that paths 
close to larger trees be diverted; this may be done 
via a dead hedge.  

The Secret Orchard (as it is known) follows 
from EE02 and is completely surrounded by 
thick bramble. The orchard itself was 
exposed by Fruit and Nut Village Stirchley in 
2019.  They are mostly plum, and 
investigation is ongoing as to whether the 
elusive “pershore plum” is growing there.  

The area north of the orchard opens out into 
woodland that is dense and inaccessible.  
Species have not been assessed. 

Some basic assessment needs to happen here, with 
a view to improving the aesthetic and safety. 

Basic Maintenance removal of significant 
flytipped litter parrallel with Ashbrook Rd with the 
aim of limiting fly tipping and enhancing the 
woodland for Ashbrook residents.

At the back is a disused area used 
frequently for fly tipping.
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EE05 Litter picking.  

EE06

The trees open out into a grassy area backing 
onto Ashbrook Grove. There are some park 
tables.  Behind the existing woodland is an 
area of dense new planting (a flood mitigation 
strategy by the EA). 
There is a woodland area here that is tidy and 
has good light levels throughout.  It has 
plantings around it, as the area is part of a 
floodplain.  The EA is responsible for these 
plantings for five years. 

The area needs no work at present, though some 
litter picking and basic tidying would be helpful. 
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EcoRecord  Reference Site Name Other Name(s) Grid Reference 

BM092:9  Ten Acres, Rea Valley  none SP060820 
  

 Current Designation Designation Status Designation Reason 

SLINC (part); PSI (part) Recognised Wildlife 

  

Planning Authority Site Ownership Area (ha)  Length (m) 
Date of Most Recent 

Survey 

Birmingham City Council Birmingham City Council/EA 9.74 n/a 24/01/1990 
  
Citation (Summary of Value)  

The River Rea is a small river rising in Waseley Hills and flowing in a semi-natural corridor connec�ng several important sites 
in south Birmingham before becoming canalised and flowing through built-up areas before joining Tame at Gravelly Hill. 
 
Description taken from 1990 Rea Valley Survey: 
The River Rea corridor is one of Birmingham’s most important green “lungs” offering a wealth of different habitats and 
wildlife along its 11km length between Cannon Hill Park and the Worcestershire border. 
 
Much of the stretch below Fordhouse Lane, S�rchley has been canalised as part of a flood preven�on scheme and it lies in 
a corridor of mown reseeded grassland surrounded by factories and suburban roads. At present a great deal of this is of low 
wildlife value but small pockets of rough grassland, shrub and planted trees do occur, notably to the north and south of 
Dogpool Lane. 
 
Ten Acres Section 
The river beyond Cartland Road flows roughly north east for 750m through a corridor of neglected grassland east of the 
Pershore Road. Access is easy from many places along the route.  
 
Access to this site is either from the river or via the nearby River Brook Drive. 
 
Habitats 
This stretch of the Rea runs through a matrix of tall herb and unimproved grassland with occasional clumps of scrub, some 
of it slowly invading adjacent habitats. 
 
The only mature trees in the sec�on, apart from a few crack willows, line the boundary fence to the west of the river just 
south of Dogpool Lane. These consist of large crack willow, alder and hybrid black poplar, apparently following the former 
course of the river. There is a sparse understorey of hazel here and this along with young crack willow and sallow, is invading 
the adjacent grassland. 
 
Other pockets of scrub, mainly sallow, crack willow, alder and hawthorn, exist elsewhere along the sec�on, par�cularly to 
the north and south of the Bourn confluence. One large patch just on the main river bend near "site 179" is rapidly maturing 
to form woodland. 
 
A good range of other species occur in these scrub areas including downy and silver birch, hazel, oak, osier, elder, garden 
privet and dog rose. 
 

TEN ACRES, REA VALLEY 
Site Summary Report 
Report generated on 14/06/2021  
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Parallel with the river, par�cularly on the west side, is much tall herb dominated by bramble, rosebay and great willowherb, 
ne�le, creeping thistle, cow parsley and dock with coarse grasses such as cock's-foot and false oat-grass and frequent 
patches of Japanese knotweed. 
 
Beyond this is much rank neutral grassland with sca�ered clumps of tall herb such as dock, willowherb, tansy, mugwort, 
common sorrel and cow parsley. Much of the grassland consists of reverted rye grass pasture overgrown with cocks foot 
and false oat-grass with tufted hair-grass and reed canary grass in the damper areas. The finer grassy areas have Yorkshire 
fog, creeping bent and crested dogstail, along with herbs such as knapweed, ox-eye daisy, vetches and great burnet. 
 
Many wasteland ruderals can be seen here such as lupin and michaelmas daisy while more unusual plants recorded include 
broadleaved everlas�ng-pea, tall rocket, hoary willowherb and goat's-rue. 
 
The banks of the river have largely been canalised so few aqua�c plants are s�ll present. Much of the bank side vegeta�on 
consists of typical ruderals such as ne�le, cow parsley and common wintercress. Lesser celandine and hairy sedge are 
numerous to the north and south of the Bourn confluence. 
 
Between the river and Ashbrook Grove is a sizeable damp depression (site 179), possibly the remains of a former mill pool. 
It is rapidly becoming invaded by scrub, notably crack willow, goat sallow, hawthorn and alder with some hazel and 
sycamore. The densest and oldest sec�on is on the east side of the depression. The rest of the depression is overgrown with 
meadowsweet, ne�le and great willowherb providing an excellent habitat for birds and insects. Towards the north of the 
sec�on, this tall herb gives way to much compact, so� and hard rush and a large colony of lesser pond sedge. 
 
The most interes�ng part floris�cally is a wet drain running through the site, much overgrown, but providing a habitat for 
plants such as yellow flag, branched bur-reed, fool's watercress, brooklime, imperforate St John's-wort and angelica. 
 
 
Habitats present 
River; Neutral Grassland, Broad-leaved Woodland; Scrub 

  
Citataion Document 

BM092 Rea Valley - 1990 Local Site Survey 
  
Notes 
Designated as part of the wider Rea Valley (BM092) SLINC 
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Map Showing Boundary 

  
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown Copyright and database right 2020 
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Worcestershire Sheet X.NE
Surveyed: 1882, Published: 1884
National Library of Scotland https://maps.nls.uk/view/101585935

Bounds of Ten Acres Today
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Cartland Road

Ashbrook Road

Bewdley Road

STW

Key

River
Pathway
Desire Line
Existing Woodland Area
Orchard
Drop
Wet/Boggy Area
Pond
Original River Rea Route
Stream/Ditch
1882 Hedgerow Pathway
1882 Hedgerow/Shrubbing
 

Site 179
(as referred to in the EcoRecord)

Hedgerow Map



Dogpool Lane

Cartland Road

Ashbrook Road

Bewdley Road
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River
Pathway
Desire Line
Existing Woodland Area
Orchard
Drop
Wet/Boggy Area
Pond
New Woodland (EHA)
Proposed New Tree Planting
 

Site 179
(as referred to in the EcoRecord)
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Lost Species

Rosebay Willowherb
Mugwort
Ox Eye daisy

Tansy
Common Sorrel
Lupin
Tall Rocket
Broadleaved everlasting pea
Goats Rue
Meadowseet
Branched Bur Weed
Brooklime
Angelica
Imperforate St Johns Wort

Per the mentioned species on the  1990 Ecorecord report

Species noted abundant now scarce/last clump:

Species not yet verified include all mentioned
sedges and grasses. A survey of these would
be helpful.

Species noted abundant now no longer evident:



Five Year Woodland Management Plan for Ten Acres (TA)

Links &
References

32



Five Year Woodland Management Plan for Ten Acres (TA)

33

Biodiversity: 

http://www.countrysideinfo.co.uk/woodland_manage/tree_value.htm

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/279898989_The_value_of_di�erent_tree_and_
shrub_species_to_wildlife

Birmingham Conservation: 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/1023/nature_conservation_str
ategy_for_birmingham.pdf

Bluebells:

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/�les/6014/8155/5822/Bluebells_for_Britain.pdf

Bramble: 

https://www.woodlands.co.uk/owning-a-wood/managing-your-woodland-for-wildlife/ma
naging-your-woodland-for-wildlife.pdf – esp: p59

https://academic.oup.com/forestry/article/83/1/93/544246

Buddleia: 

https://butter�y-conservation.org/sites/default/�les/1.bc-position-statement-on-buddleia-
updated-2015.pdf

Light levels:

http://www.countrysideinfo.co.uk/woodland_manage/woodbio.htm#Light%20i

The Value of Di�erent Trees and Shrub Species to Wild�ife:

https://rb.gy/e3x2zb


